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General Information 1 

2011-2012 Catalog 

Policy Statement Concerning Graduate Catalog Contents 

Catalogs, bulletins, course or fee schedules shall not be considered as binding contracts between Idaho State University and students. The Uni-
versity reserves the right at any time, without advance notice, to: (a) withdraw or cancel classes, courses, and programs; (b) change fees sched-
ule; (c) change the academic calendar; (d) change admissions and registration requirements; (e) change the regulations and requirements gov-
erning instruction in, and graduation from, the University and its various divisions; and (f) change any other regulations affecting students. 
Changes shall go into force whenever the proper authorities so determine, and shall apply not only to prospective students but also to those who 
are matriculated at the time in the University. When economic and other conditions permit, the University tries to provide advance notice of 
such changes. 

Students enrolled in a program that is closed, relocated, or discontinued should be given notice of the closure as soon as is practical. Notwith-
standing any other provision of State Board of Education policy, University policy, or University catalog statements to the contrary, arrange-
ments should be made for enrolled students to complete affected programs in a timely manner and with minimum interruptions. When there is a 
similar program within the institutions governed by the Board, an affected student will be provided with information on transferring to that 
program, although admission to any such program is contingent upon the availability of a position and the student meeting all applicable admis-
sion requirements. If there is no similar program available within the institutions governed by the Board or the student is not able to gain admis-
sion to a similar program, the University will make reasonable efforts to place the student in a related or comparable program within the Uni-
versity. If none is available, the University will make reasonable efforts to assist the student in locating to another program at the University or 
elsewhere for which he or she is qualified. 

Postmaster  

Postage paid at Pocatello, Idaho. The Idaho State University Graduate School Catalog is published annually; copies are available through the 
Graduate School, Idaho State University, 921 South 8th Avenue, Mail Stop 8075, Pocatello, Idaho 83209-8075. 

Idaho State University 
Graduate Catalog 2011-2012  

Volume 65 
 

Tom Jackson, PhD, Dean 
 

Graduate School 
Idaho State University 

921 South 8th Avenue, Stop 8075 
Pocatello, ID 83209-8075 

(208) 282-2150        FAX (208) 282-4847 
1-877-478-4723   

Museum Building, 4th Floor, Room 401 
 

Idaho State University subscribes to the principles and laws of the State of Idaho and federal government, includ-
ing applicable executive orders pertaining to civil rights, and all rights, privileges, and activities of the University 
are made available without regard to race, creed, color, sex, handicap, or national origin. The University is an 
Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action employer. Evidence of practices which are not consistent with such 
policies should be reported to the Office of the President of the University. 
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2011-2012 Catalog 

Courses numbered 55xx also provide graduate 
credit (except 5597 and 5598P, see the sec-
tions entitled "Admission Requirements for 
Professional Development Students").  How-
ever, undergraduate students may be enrolled 
in these courses; the undergraduate counterpart 
will be designated as 44xx. Extra work is re-
quired of graduate students enrolled in 55xx 
courses (see next section).  Applicability of 
55xx courses to degree requirements is deter-
mined by the department offering the degree. 
Credit by examination (course challenge) is 
not permitted in graduate programs.  Credit is 
not generally granted toward a graduate degree 
for 55xx courses when the corresponding 44xx 
course was taken at the undergraduate level. 
 
Activities Instructors May  
Require to Meet the “Additional 
Work” Requirement to Receive 
Graduate Credit in Those 
Courses Offered as 55xx: 
The Graduate School expects instructors to 
require specific work to be done in a graduate 
level course to justify graduate credit being 
given. For students to receive graduate credit 
in those courses designated at the 55xx level, 
specific and evaluated activities and perform-
ances must be identified in the course syllabus. 
Below is a suggested list of activities that an 
instructor might use to meet this requirement. 
 
1. An additional scholarly activity such as: 

a. integrative term paper(s); 
b. substantive report(s) that may 

be one of the following: survey, 
analysis and report; laboratory 
investigation and report; library 
research and report; 

c. participation in  a significant 
regional or national meeting 
(e.g., poster session, panel dis-
cussion, paper presentation). 

 
2. Classroom activities that are beyond 

those required of undergraduates and are 
evaluated: 

a. special presentation of some 
subject; 

b. provision of leadership on dis-
cussion of some significant 
topic in the classroom; 

c. classroom activity that is evalu-
ated and not required of under-
graduates 

 
3. Examinations:  Special examinations that 

are different from those given to under-
graduates and are more demanding than 
those given to undergraduates. Such ex-
ams should be those that require greater 
performance at a higher cognitive level, 
such as interpretation, synthesis, and 

evaluation. 
 
Credits 
For a master’s degree, a minimum of 30 cred-
its in approved course work, including thesis 
credits if required, must be completed. Except 
in the cases of the M.N.S., M.A.M.S.T., and 
M.P.A. degrees, a master’s degree student 
must complete at least fifteen 6600-level cred-
its. Credit requirements for doctoral degrees 
vary by program. 
 
A credit hour in graduate courses requires: 
1. 50 minutes in class each week for 16 

weeks (or equivalent in summer sessions 
and in courses offered in special formats), 
or 

2. Approximately two and one-half hours in 
laboratory work each week for 16 weeks 
(or equivalent). 

 
Semester Credit Limits 
The maximum number of credits obtainable in 
a semester is 16, including courses taken at the 
undergraduate level. In a summer semester, a 
student may earn a number of credits equal to 
the number of weeks enrolled plus two, and 
the total number of summer semester credits 
may not exceed 12 (e.g., a student taking 
classes for eight weeks may earn up to 10 
credits). Graduate Assistants may register for 
no more than 12 credits per semester. 
 
Students who, because of exceptional circum-
stances, want to take more than the maximum 
number of credits, must request permission in 
writing from the Dean of the Graduate School. 
They must also have support in writing from 
their advisor, and the graduate program direc-
tor or chairperson of their department. 
 
Thesis or dissertation credits are not awarded 
to the student until after completion and final 
approval by the examining committee. At this 
time, the advisor reports a grade of S or U  for 
all previous thesis/dissertation registrations. 
The student may register for thesis/dissertation 
credits any semester she/he is enrolled as a 
degree-seeking student, subject to the approval 
of the student’s advisor and department chair 
or program director, but the letters IP (in pro-
gress) are recorded on the transcript in place of 
a grade for all such registrants until final ap-
proval is obtained. Usually thesis credits are 
limited to 6 that can count toward a degree on 
a Master's level program of study. 
 
 
Grading 
A 3.0 GPA for the courses listed on the pro-
gram of study is required for any graduate 
degree or certification at Idaho State Uni-
versity. A grade of C+ or lower indicates 
questionable performance at the graduate 

level. However, some departments may accept 
a C+ grade in one or two courses as long as 
the minimum overall 3.0 GPA is maintained. 
C+ or lower grades may cause departments/
colleges to dismiss students from a graduate 
degree program. (See section entitled Re-
stricted Registration) NOTE: Due to grading 
changes approved during the 1998-1999 aca-
demic year, any restrictions or requirements in 
this catalog referring to a grade of C also in-
clude a C+ grade. 
 
Idaho State University uses a graduated letter 
grading system to indicate the instructor's 
evaluation of a student's performance in a 
course.  These letter grades are converted to a 
numerical value for computing a student's 
semester and cumulative grade point averages.  
At the beginning of each course, an instructor 
should inform students of the criteria to be 
used in evaluating their performance through 
the class syllabus or other written means. 
 
The grade of  A is the highest possible grade; 
grades of D+ or lower will not be allowed for 
graduate work.  Plus (+) or minus (-) symbols 
are used to indicate grades that fall above or 
below the letter grades.  The grades of A+, F+, 
and F- are not used. For purposes of calculat-
ing grade points and averages, the plus (+) 
increases the grade’s point value by .3, and 
minus (-) decreases the grade’s point value 
by .3 (e.g., a grade of B+ is equivalent to 3.3, 
and A– is 3.7). A student's work is rated in 
accordance with the following scale: 
A 4.00 excellent performance 
A- 3.70 excellent performance 
B+ 3.30 good performance 
B 3.00 good performance 
B- 2.70 good performance 
C+ 2.30 inadequate performance 
C 2.00 inadequate performance 
C- 1.70 inadequate performance 
D+ 1.30 unacceptable performance 
D 1.00 unacceptable performance 
D- 0.70 unacceptable performance 
F 0.00 unacceptable performance 
 
Courses in which A, A-, B+, B, or B- grades 
are earned are acceptable toward a graduate 
program and graduation requirements, unless 
specifically excluded for a particular require-
ment, course, program, or degree. Courses in 
which C+, C, or C- grades are earned might be 
used toward program and graduation require-
ments in some programs; two such grades will 
place the student on semester-by-semester 
review.  Grades of D+, D, D-, or F may not be 
used to satisfy graduation requirements.  No 
credits are awarded for any course in which an 
F grade is earned. 
 
All thesis and dissertation credits and some 
research courses are graded on a satisfactory 
(S) or unsatisfactory (U) basis. Departments/
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