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JOURNEY TO THE WEST

An Indian man
cycles from
his country to
Europe in the
pursuit of love,
Jocelyn
Eikenburg
reports.
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The Chinese (top) and English
versions of Mahanandia’s book.

K Mahanandia, the

subject of the book

The Amazing Story

of the Man Who
Cyeled from Indin to Furope
Jor Love, has been called a
“Silk Road hero” for his feat,
which spanned 3,600 kilo-
meters over more than four
months in 1977 But few
know that hig epic journey to
the West was, in part,
inspired by the legendary
Chinese monks  Faxian
{337-422) and Xuan Zang
{602-664).

“lI said, ‘Il Faxian and
Xuan Zang can walk from
China to India, why couldn't
I go by Dbicvele?” recalls
Mahanandia. “I'hcre was no
doubt. T will do it or T will
die”

But unlike the monks,
who sought Buddhist texts,
Mahanandia sought love —
specifically from Charlotte
Von Schedvin, the Swedish
woman who was destined to
be his wile, according Lo a
prophecy.

“My maother said, ‘We are
not going to arrange a mar-
riage for vou, Your wife will
find you — her sign (zodiac)
is 'laurus, she plays the flute
and she owns jungles”

He and Von Schedvin met
in New Delhi in 1975, at a
time when Mahanandia was
an impoverished arl student
from the “untouchable” caste
who drew portraits in the
popular shopping district of
Connaught Place.

“When I started deing her
portrait, | felt a strange feel-
ing in my body. I was breath-
less”

She returned, and after
asking her questions, he
learned she was a flute player
born in May, whose family
owned [oresls.

“Then I knew that we are
destined to meet. 1 said, “You
will be my wife, it is decided
in the heavens™

While very surprised, Von
Schedvin ultimately opened
her heart to Mahanandia and
followed him to his village in
Orissa state.

“We were together for
Lhree weeks. We gol married
in a tribal way, so we had no
papers.”

But Von Schedvin had to
return to Sweden, and over
the following vear, the dis-
tance and longing weighed
upon Mahanandia.

“We wrote each other let-
ters, and then I started think-

ing — where the sun is
gelting in the west, I could
bicycle that way”

S0 he purchased a Raleigh
bicyele, pulled together
some travel necessities and
sewed $80 into his belt. And
in 1977, he began cycling 1o
Sweden, following an
ancient route known at the
time as the Iippie Trail,
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PK Mahanandia, pictured with his wife Charlotte Von Schedvin at a UN event, appeared on Aug 17 at
a Shanghai bookstore to promote the book, The Amazing Story of the Man Who Cycled from India to
Europe for Love, which just has its Chinese version published. pHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Mahanandia met his wife of destiny Von Schedvin in New Delhi in

1975 when he drew portraits of people in the popular shopping

district of Connaught Place.
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If Faxian and
Xuan Zang can
walk from China
to India, why
couldn’t I go by
bicycle?”

PK Mahanandia, subject of The
Amazing Story of the Man Who
Cycled from India fo Europe for
Love

crossing Pakistan, Afghani-
stan, Iran and Turkey on the
way to Europe.

“I was never alone — I mel
wonderful people along the
way. When my bicyele had
some problems in the
Afghan desert, a Belgian hip-
pie started helping me.
‘Iruck drivers would give me
a lift in Iran.”

He painted portraits along
the way, which helped him
survive. “People gave me food
very often in Afghanistan,
Iran and Turkey — I had one
piece of bread 1 could eal for
three whole days. People in
Furepe often gave me mon-
ey’

While often exhausted
from the difficult journey,
he gained encouragement
through letters from Von
Schedvin, sent to him poste
restante at post offices along
the route. Mahanandia
finally reunited with her in
in Sweden in 1977, where the
two would ultimately raise
two children together and
cnjoy fulfilling carcers in
teaching.

But marriage between an
“untouchable” Indian man
and a woman of Swedish
nobility defied tradition, so
“people started writing arti-
cles since I landed in Swe-
den”,

Thal evenlually drew Lhe
interest of Per I. Anderssomn,
the Swedish journalist and
co-founder of the travel mag-
azine Vagabond, who wrote
about him for the publica-
tion.

After the success of My
Grandfuther Was a Tribal
Chief, the 2004 documentary
about Mahanandia, the jour-
nalist told him Lthe [{lm was
50 popular that many people
would think there was a hook
already. This conversation
paved the way for The Amas-
ing Story of the Man Who
Cyeled from India to Kurope
Jor Love,

First published in Sweden
in 2014, the book, like its sub-
ject, would end up vovaging
to untold countries.

It came out in many lan-
guages, including Danish,
Norwegian, Icelandic,
Fnglish, German, IFrench,
Italian, Polish, Portuguese,
Vietnamese, Thai, Korean
and, most recently, Chinese.

Mahanandia  appeared
with his wife on Aug 17 at a
Shanghai bookstore to pro-
mote the book, published by
the People’s Literature Pub-
lishing House under the Chi-
nese title Cong Xindeli Dao
Buluosi.

“Chinza is rising and taking
the Icadership, and 1 am very
glad for that. Things are very
prosperous here. People
seem very happy and proud
of their citizenship.”

ITe also sees parallels
bhetween his own jowrney of
love and togetherness across
the ancient Silk Road and
loday’s Bell and Road Inilia-
tive.

“We cannot do anything
alone. But together, we can
accomplish many things.”

Contact the writer at
Jocelyn@chinadaily.com.cn
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.
spotlight
at US
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exhibition

SAN FRANCISCO — The
suecess slory of Wuhan cily,
better known in the West as
China’s Chicago, in Central
China’s Hubei province,
will become more familiar
to Americans thanks to a
photo exhibition being held
in San Francisco over the
next four months.

The exhibition brought
into spotlight the achieve-
menls made by Wuhan cily
over the past 40 years. This
is the end result of China
introducing a reform and
opening-up  that trans-
formed the cutlook of the
country,

Nine photographers
from Silicon Valley visited
Wuhan in May and cap-
tured the daily life of locals
and the city’s new land-
scape.

The American phologra-
phers told their country-
men  their own “China
story” through their cam-
eralenses and presented to
the world the new look of
Wuhan city.

China's consul general in
San Francisco Wang Dong-
hua says that the exhibi-
tion features more than
100 pholos and piclures
shot by the nine Silicon
Valley engineers-turned
photographers, and cap-
tured touching moments
of the diverse and dynamic
city.

The photos are the
heart-felt expression of the
American photographers
about what is taking place
in Wuhan, says Wang.

Tom Fortin, the chief
librarian al the Main
Library of the San Fran-
cisco Public Library, says
heis happy to see the pho-
to exhibition heing held
in the Civic Center facility
in downtown San Fran-
cisco.

The exhibit is part of the
fifth Across the Pacific:
China Arts Festival, which
began earlier this month,
and Fortin says he feels
honored to atlend the arts
event for the third vear.

Florenee Fong, a promi-
nent leader of the Chinese
community in northern
California, savs that the
enoperation hetween Chi-
na and the United States
will not only promaote their
development, but also ben-
efit the world.

“Pholos can Llell a lol of
stories and this exhibition
will further decpen the
understanding  Dbetween
the two countries,” she
5ays.
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BREAST DISEASE
AWARENESS

EARLY DETECTION AND INTERVENTION CAN SAVE LIVES

VITAL
FOR WOMEN



